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GAO REePoRT ON “VoOLATILE” BALKANS RaAIsEs FURTHER QUESTIONS ABOUT
U.S. MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN THE REGION

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Floyd Spencetoday released aGeneral Accounting Office
(GAO) report that describesthe security situation inthe Balkansas*“ volatile,” and raisesfurther questionsabout
U.S. military involvementintheregion.

Accordingtothe GAO (* Balkans Security: Information on Current and Projected Fectors Affecting Regiond
Stability” ; GAO/NSIAD-00-125BR), the prospectsfor peace and stability inthe Balkansremain bleak. The
report notes, “local political leaders and people of their respective ethnic groups have failed to embrace the
political and socia reconciliation considered necessary to build multiethnic, democratic societiesand ingtitutions.”
Asareault, “ al areasof the Ba kans continueto face mgor unresolved palitical, socid, and other problemsthat will
contributeto regiond instability over thenext fiveyears.”

Inresponseto thereport’sconclusions, Spencesaid, “ TheU.S. military’s* one-year’ missoninBosniahas
already passed thefour-year mark, and now threatensto become adecades-long mission. In 1996, | questioned
thewisdom of involving U.S. forcesin peacekeeping missionswhere the United States has no clear national
security interests or apparent exit strategy —thisreport raisesfurther doubtsthat the U.S. military should be
involved inwhat clearly today isan open-ended mission.”

GAO adsoreportsthat, “ The continuing hostilitiesand lack of political and social reconciliation between
Kosovar Albaniansand non-Albanians have overshadowed positive devel opmentsthat have occurred in Kosovo
sncetheend of the NATO bombing campaign.” InBosnia, thereport continues, “ political leadersof thecountry’s
threemg or ethnic groups continued to obstruct theimplementation of the Dayton Agreement’spalitica, humanitarian
and economicprovisons.” Inresponse, Spencestated, “Whileour military forceshaveclearly helped avoid anall
out conflictintheregion, itisunclear whether the United Statesor NATO can ever reconcilethewarring partiesin
either Kosovo or Bosnia.”

“Congderingtheincreasing level of risk to U.S. military personndl, thelack of acompdlling U.S. interestin
the Balkans, and GAO’sconclusion that violenceintheregionislikely to continue or escalate, it istimefor our
nationto carefully reconsider our involvement inthe Bosniaand K asovo peacekeegping missions,” Spenceconcluded.
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